
   
 

    
 

         
 

                      
                   

                  
 

                 
                        
                     

                     
             

 
                   
                     
                     
                     

                      
                 

 
                    

                    
                   
                  

                     
                   
       

 
                   
                    

           
 
                     

                     
        

 
              

 
  

 
    

  
   
   

Date of Letter 

Dear (Senator/Assembly Member/Legislator etc.) 

Re: NYS State Aid Cuts to Public School Districts 

My name is (Insert Name) and I am a (Parent/Guardian of student in, Staff Member of, Community Member of) the 
Lansingburgh Central School District, located in Troy, NY. I am writing to you today requesting your support in urging 
our federal and state governments to release emergency aid funding for New York State public school districts. 

As you may be aware, Lansingburgh’s Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Antonio Abitabile, announced on August 27 that 
the district was forced to change its 2020-2021 school year reopening plan due to a 20% cut in state aid for all New York 
State schools. As you may also be aware, an urban school district, like Lansingburgh, relies on state aid more than the 
suburban school districts in the Capital Region, many of which can weather this situation for the time being. In fact, more 
than half of Lansingburgh’s overall funding is from these crucial state aid sources. 

Up until the state aid cuts were announced, Lansingburgh had every intention to reopen for the 2020-2021 school year 
using a plan where every student could attend school in-person for at least part of the week. Now Lansingburgh is faced 
with a loss of $6.5 million from their annual operating budget, making it impossible for the district to reopen their schools 
safely in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic using their original plan. They had no choice but to change their plans 
only two weeks before the start of the school year. Unless they receive extra aid funding they can only afford to safely 
have Pre K-2nd Grade students return in-person while all grade 3-12 students now must attend remotely. 

The consequences of these state aid cuts are far reaching and the Lansingburgh students are not the only ones directly 
affected by them. Lansingburgh is a working class community and most households do not have the luxury of stay at 
home parents or guardians. If most of the district students are forced to learn remotely, it means many parents/guardians 
now face an impossible choice. Many Lansingburgh families will need someone to stay home and help with their 
children’s education but most of them also need to keep working to support their children. Last but certainly not least, this 
cut in aid funding means the district will likely need to make some incredibly difficult decisions about staffing, whether 
those be layoffs, furloughs or both. 

As a (Parent/Guardian in, Staff Member of, Community Member of) the Lansingburgh School District, I can tell you 
that these cuts in state aid have personally affected me by (Tell your elected representative how the district’s modified 
reopening plan is personally going to affect you and/or your family). 

I ask you again to please voice your support for the urgently needed emergency funding for New York State public school 
districts. Students like those in Lansingburgh need to be in school for the many reasons I have mentioned and more. We 
need your help to make that happen. 

Thank you for your time, I look forward to your support going forward. 

Sincerely, 

SIGN YOUR NAME 

Print Your Name 
Insert Your Address 


